4 
* 


2 
— —— — 


; 4 


TIS AR RAS 


S 
* 


Fl 
* 


1 
4 


, 
* 


2 
o 
3 


YJ 
| aw 
ry 

— 
8 
cs 

N 

D 
2 

085 

2 
S 
VU 


of the Realm 


ind, by 


7 7 


Layman's LET'T ER 


Biſhop of Bangor, c. 


MY LORD, 


>S&84284% HAVE read, very carefully, your Lordſhip's 
28 DBHY Treatiſe, Entitled, 4 Preſervative againſt the 
9 I 68 25 Principles and Praltices of the Nonjuror's both in 
5 G Church and State. 1 19 SE to believe 
OE ESD. xi ſelf capable of making a Judgment of the 
i erit and Deſign of the Work from the Conde- 
N N N SAN VAN NN 


| ſcenſion of the Addreſs of it, by way of an Appeal 

to the Conſciences and Common Senſe of the Chriſtian Laity. You need not 

doubt but that it gave great Comfort, to hope that 1 
2 | 0 


r 


- 4 2 c „ 


N 


of this Kind could be brought down and made familiar to ordi- 
nary Capacities, in order to the future 


upon their Simplicity and Credulity for ambitious Purpoſes. 
It is the Duty of every Man to keep both his Conſcience and 
Underſtanding as free from Prejudice as poſſible; and, I h 

I ſhall have appear'd to have done this, by hes ASE 
I have of your Lordſhip's Work. I remember, when I was a 
Boy, the Way of Diſputation was to repeat what had been ſaid 
by the Adverſary Diſputant, before we were to Deny or Aſſent. 
Give me Leave therefore, as well as I can, to lay down what 
your Argument is, before I preſume to give my Opinion of 
Ay | | | oy 


« Eve xy Civil Government, ſays your Lordſhip, has a 
ce Right to do whatever is neceſſary for it's own Preſervation. 
cc It is neceſſary, for the Preſervation of Government, to ſet a- 
ce fide thoſe who are incapable of anſwering the Ends of it; 
« and it is all one whether that Incapacity is natural or moral. 


«© Ir is plain, from Reaſon and Experience, that the Pro- 

56 feffion of the Popyh Religion diſqualifies a Perſon for Go- 
« vernment in a Proteſtant Nation, as much as Idiocy or Mad- 
ce neſs diſables for Government in general; in which Caſes, of 
* Idiocy or Madnefs, a Coercive Power is allow'd by all. 
«© Therefore the Excluſion of the Popiſb Line, that is, the Ex- 
e cluſion of a Race of Princes, incapable of anſwering the Ends 
cc of Government, was Neceſſary, Juſt and Lawful : It was 
© no leſs Juſt; Lawful and Neceſſary, to place the Power, from 
« which they were excluded, in the next in Succeſſion who 
« was not under that Incapacity, to wit, the next Proteſtant 
« Heir. Thus far as to the Hate. Now, as to the Church, 
your Lordſhip argues, from the ſame Principle of Preſervation 
in the Civil Power, © That the Supreme Civil Power, at the 
Revolution, had a Right to depoſe thoſe Biſhops who re- 
e tuied to give any Security of their: Allegiance, this being 
| | | 0 ne- 
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« neceſſary to it's Preſervation, and that the Poſſeſſor of the 
# Crown had the ſame Right to nominate others to their Bi- 
« ſhopricks, as any former Kings had to name thoſe very de- 
# poſed Biſhops. This latter Argument is enforced from the 
« Oath and Acknowledgment which every Biſhop takes, That 
« He holds his Spiritualities as well as Temporalities only of the 


King's Majeſty, and of the Imperial Crown of His Majeſty's - 


Realm. This latter Circumſtance, of Holding from the 
Crown, anſwers the Complainc againſt Lay-Deprivation, 
ſince, by their own ſolemn Acknowledgments, they owe their 
Acceſſion and: Title to their Biſhopricks to Lay-Authority : 
And that which Gave, can, upon fu Motives (by the ſame 
Authority) Take away. Or, if the Enemy denies the Epiſ- 
copal Office to be the Gift of the Civil Power, you ſhew it 
1 _ ſtill take it away, as it does Life it ſelf, tho' not it's 


JF T4r1is Argument you have ſupported irreſiſtibly, from the 
ey Nature of Government, from the infallible Rules of na- 
ral Juſtice, the Goodneſs of Providence, and the neceſſary 
urs of Humane Society it ſelf. This, Sir, we thank you, 
Joa have done in the moſt frank, open and generous manner, 
Wd (in ſpite of all the Prejudices and Diſadvantages, under 
Which a Man muſt ſuffer, who undertakes, among a Crowd of 
WitcrcRed and Prejudiced Men, ſo noble a Part); you have 
Wioken out, and acknowledg'd in theſe Words, this Honeſt Truth. 


ef there be a Right, properly ſo call'd, acknowledged to 
be ſtill remaining in the Popiſh Line, and no Right, pro- 
' perly ſo call'd, in the Proteſtant Line, now in Poſſeſſion, it is 
a Folly to go about to perſwade any Man of good plain Un- 
' derſtanding, that it is not his moſt ſecure Way, to the Favour 
of God, to adhere to that Side on which this Right is: And 
again, if it be acknowledg'd, That thoſe Biſhops were not, 
lawfully deprived, it is a Folly to go about to perſwade Men 
to renounce the ir Commynion, 8 to give any Encourage- 

- _ mans 
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c ment to theſe who have uſurp'd their Place. The Remedy 
© muſt be ſomething equivalent to the Root of the Diſcaſe # 
“ If it be not ſo, it only binds it up a little for the preſent, tg! 
ce break out again more furiouſly and more dangeroully in Time 
© to come. | 1 


: 5 2 

Tn xr Reſiſtance which has ever been made by the Adro“ 
cates of Our Church and State, has, till now, betrayed a Con- 
ſciouſneſs that all was not quite eaſy in their own Boſoms #* 
They acted as if they knew they were performing a guilty 
Part; they were {till obliged to palliate, to extenuate, to quad 
lify, to overlook, to abate, or to moderate the Acceptation of 
this or that Rule of Obedience. Nay, Sir, the whole Natiog 
has, in a Kind, from the Weakneſs or Iniquity of ſuch Tea 
chers, or from Complaiſance to them, given into this poor eva 
five ſhifting Way of expreſſing. themſelves. I preſume to takę 
Notice, That We ſaid King James had Abdicated, when We 
had depoſed Him, for that Incapacity, for which you haveſo exs | 
cellently proved He ought to have been depoſed. But He, and 
all Popiſh Succeſſors, it appears againſt all poſſible Contradi 
ction, are well and juſtly excluded for ever; and, you have mad 
appear. that thoſe who ever ſince have, by their Languid Way? 
of defending the Proteſtant Settlement, from Arguments (ſug 
geſted by Cowardice, or Self-intereſt) of ſubmitting to a —_ ; 
tor no Reaſon but as it has taken Place, and 1s an Eſtabliſhment” 
under the Protection of which they lived, and the like inſuffis* 
cient Propoſitions. I ſay all ſuch Impotent Defences were, at? 
the Time of making them, and have appcar'd, in their Conſe»? 
quences, ſo many Steps in Favour of the Enemy, and ſo many? 
Conceſſions againſt their Prince and their Country. N 


94 
Bor before we look back upon thoſe fatal Meaſures which 
were enter d into from the Encouragement, which the Intrica 
cies of Opinion, in which even the Honeſt Subject was involv'dy? 
gave to ſome late Audacious and Artful Men to diſturb the Get 
neral Safety ; It will be a Juſtice due to your Work, as _ as ' g 
5 ervice 
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Service to the Publick, to examine how others have deliver'd 
themſelves upon the preſent Subject. It is poſlible there may 
be fallacious Aſſiſtances given us, that may keep us ill in the 
ſame Condition; and, from the like unequal Remedies, make 
us relapſe into the ſame Diſeaſes. In this Examination, I ſhall 
not {cruple to take for my Guide him who has condeſcended to 
talk intelligibly to me; and put my Spiritual, as well as Tem- 
poral Welfare upon ſuch a Foundation as I can with common 
Senſe apprehend, and which no Sophiſtry or Skill, when com- 
par'd and examin'd by the plain and infallible Rules he has laid 
down to me, will be able to weaken or ſhake. The firſt 
Pamphlet on the preſent important Subject which ſhall come 
under our Conſideration, ſhall be, A Vindication of the Realm and 
Church of England, from the Charge of Perjury, Rebellion and Schiſm 
unjuſily laid upon them by Non jurors; and the Rebellion and Schiſm 


ſhewn to lie at their Doors. 


TRISs Author conſiders the Revolution, and the Conſequences 
of it, as Juſtifiable, as Doubtful, as Unlawful. 


UNDER the Conſideration of Juſtifiable, he ſays ; If nothing 
was done by the Body of the Realm but what was lawful and neceſſary, 
they who ſubmitted to the Authority of our Glorious Deliverer, King 
William, and took the Oaths preſcrib'd-to him, were fo far from doing 
any thing amiſs, that it was their Duty to do it. 


T 1s is certainly what no Body can deny: But his Proof, 
That what was done was lawful and neceſſary, is {till to come. 
He charges King James, that, when he came to the Crown, one of 
the firſt Things he did was to own his Religion. © Upon Monmouth's 
Landing, he gave out Commiſſions to Papiſts (contrary to 
© the Teſt-Act) to command in his Army: He perſiſted in 
this after a Remonſtrance from the Commons: And that he 
aſſum'd a Power of Diſpenſing with Laws, and made it ap- 
pear that he had ſet his Reſolution to introduce Arbitrary Power. 
The Autnor goes on with the Mention of the 3 

1 Ourt, 


cc 
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Court, and an inſidious Declaration for Liberty of Conſcience, 


wherein the Tefts, eftabliſhed by Act of Parliament, ſhould no more 


be required. Our Author recites a great many other Inſtances, 
not forgetting Magdalen- College. But the main Stroke of all 
was, a Reſolution taken to have a Prince of Wales. He obſerves, 
that the Queen had this pretended Child upon Trinity Sunday, 
after a knows Miſcarriage upon Eaiter-Monday. He gives us al- 
lo to underſtand that the Princeſs of Orange was then in Holland, 
and the Princeſs of Denmark at the Bath. He affirms, That 
tho' the Phyſicians were ſent for, they were not conſulted ; 
and that, tho the Child was ready to be ſtrangled in the Birth, they 
were not admitted, not one of them ſuffer'd to enter into the 
zyſtical Cloſet, till Child was brought out and ſhewn for the Prince 
of Wales. | | | 


H x ſtill proceeds, urging the Provocations or Injuries King 
James gave this Nation, to ſay, © It would not, perhaps, be 
& difficult, were it needful, to prove, that that firſt Child, 
cc whatever it was, dy d the ſame Night, as the ſecond did the 
ce Fifth of Auguſt following.” I am humbly of Opinion, that 
it concerns this Writer, who charges this Impoſture upon 
King James, or inſinuates ſuch a Guilt in him, to make it 
good, if he can. It does not concern you, who have made 
the Revolution a juſt Thing in itſelf, and put the Diſpute be- 
tween the whole Popiſh Line and the whole Proteſtant Line, 
whether the Pretender was the King's Son, or not: But cer- 
tainly it does an Author, who makes it the juſteſt Motive of 
the Prince of Oranges Expedition, to make that Matter out be- 
yond all Contradiction. But our Author ſums up the Evidence 
againſt King James, to make it come up to a Dereliction of his 

overnment; upon which he lays the great Streſs and Reaſon 
for the Excluſion of him, in the following Words: 


« He disbanded his Army: He burnt the Parliament Writs, 

* which he had ſealed in Order to the meeting of that Parlia- 
« ment; which was both to have Settled the Nation, and to 
« have 
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« have Secured his own Throne: He threw away the Great 
« Seal, the main Source of ail the Legal e e He 
« ran away privately from his own Servants, after he had 
« ſent the Queen, and her pretended Son, into France - Being 
« brought back the firſt time to his Palace, he ſoon after went 
to Rocheſter, on Purpoſe that he might more eaſily flip out 
« of the Kingdom: He forſook the Realm, and left no man- 
« ner of Commiſſion with any Body to adminiſter. the Govern- 
« ment in his Name: And, if what was then commonly re- 
« ported (and I believe truly may be added) he did ai: this 
« by the Advice of the French Ambaſſador, on Purpoſe to leave 
« the Kingdom 1n Confuſion ; and, with an Opinion. that we 
* ſhould never be able to agree upon the Settlement of it, but 


* ſhould be obliged in a little Time to ſend for him back, and 
to receive him again upon his own Terms. 


ICANN Or deny but the Matter is very fairly ſumm'd up from 
what he had been ſaying all along under this Head of Juſtfiable; 
for, as he all along forbore to aſſert that the Expulſion of King 
James was wrought by an honeſt open Force, as it certainly 


Y 40 but intended to mumble on, to bring Things to a De- 
c 


liction ; he, in this Recital, on the Cloſe of his Argument, 
made the Concluſion honeſt to the Premiſſes; and ſaid, indeed, 
nothing. „„ 5 


« Hz disbanded his Troops; and burnt Writs of Parlia- 
© ment, which was both to have Settled the Nation, and to have 
* ſecured his own Throne. But why did he do this? Becauſe 
he ſaw a general Deſertion in the People from him, and a 
Spirit in the Army againſt him: He ſaw his Religion was his 
Crime, and had Reaſon to believe, in the preſent Diſpoſicion, 
it would be thought a Reaſon wholly, to depoſe him. Our 
Author, indeed, ſays, in his 16th Page, That hoſe who landed 
with the Prince did nothing; their Numbers, and the Readineſs 


bh they ſhew'd ro have aſſiſted him, happily bept ali quiet, and de- 
Jt mined che King to take the ſafe of ig uominions) Reſolution of 


running 
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running away out of the Kingdom, not daring boldly to defend uh: t 
he had unjuſtly attempted. This is ſaying, There was no Re- t 
ſiſtance made againſt the King, becauſe the Force of his Ene- © 
mies was irrefaſtible. It is a ſhameful and poor Colluſion, to 
ſay, They did nothing, becauſe there was actually no Engage- 
ment, and they were too powerful to be encounter d. A Man 


N 


1 


1 with a Piſtol cock'd in his Hand, and a civil Tone, deſires a Man 
* on the Road to let him have a little Money: When it is giren 


him, would he be excuſed, after receiving it in that Manner, by 
having the Impudence to ſay, He did nothing, the Gentleman 
gave it very civilly, and he wonders how he can ſay he took it! 
in a forcible Manner. But, in the rat Page, he ſays, hen 
the King enden uour d to eſcape by Fexerſham, he was talen, and} © 
brought. back to Whitehall wah all Reſpect due to his Character. 
Ridiculous ! Taken and brought back with all the Reſpect due to hi, 
Charaiter ! If a Thief ſhould be taken, and ſurrounded with 
Conſtables and a Crowd of People, he might, indeed, if he 
could be in good Humour enough, call all that Attendance 
State; and ſay, truly, E was a Refpeit due to his Character 
It is the moſt barbarous Treatment of the very Name of 
a King (from whom all Orders and Actions in Govern; 


ment take their firſt Riſe ) to mention him under Reſtraint, and) 1 
ſtill a King. No: When he was under Reſtraint, he knew he { 
was treated as a Criminal; and that if any Man ſhould have?Y h 
called the Place of ſuch his Reſtraint his Preſence-Chamber, 
and told him, while he kept him, his Perſon was Sacred, it 
would have been Inſult, rather than Duty and Obedience, to Y {+ 
Him. | ; 5 Ne 
He threw away the Great Seal, the main Source. of all hy? þ 
© Adminiſtrations.” Here the Man grows prodigiouſly wiſe: Y ,, 


He ſeems to make a mighty provoking Crime of throwing away a 55 
Piece of Plate, and calls the Great Seal tue Source of his Admini- ;; 
ſtration. Could any one blame him, in his Condition, to make Y 7 
his Enemies ancapable of doing any Thing with the Seal, which « 
had his Name io it, again him. This — * 13 


1 
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thought, would embarraſs his Enemies; and no more deſerv'd 
to be repreſented as fopping the main Source of his Adminiſtra- 
tion, and as an Argument of Dereliction of Government, 
than it could bé ſaid (if he had for a Diſguiſe, and greater 
# Safety to his Perſon, gone without a Sword) He had given up 
al Pretenſions ro. defend his Perſon for the future, and diſ- 
claimed all Acts of Manhood or Courage thereafter, and ſub- 
£Y mitted to be treated as a Slave. | 


: F HE left no Commiſſion behind him to adminiſter the Government; 

but, as it was ſuppos'd, by the Advice of the French Em- fl 
„ baflador, and in Hopes we ſhould never agree to a Settle- 9 
1 


« ment, but re-call him on his own Terms. He left us ta 
'3 our Devices for that Seaſon. Why this Circumſtance makes ſo, 
+4 ſtrongly againſt an Abdication, that is, ſuch an unforced De- 
rel ction as ſhould authorize People to ſay he had Abdicated 
e his Throne, that it appears, by our Author's own Words, that 
ct the King thought his Withdrawing the only prudential Way to 
come at it again. He was, it ſeems, ſo far from relinquiſhing 
: his Kingdom, that he only retired, till (according to his Way 
I. of thinking) we ſhould receive him again with Joy, as a De- 
Y liverer from the Miſeries that would be occaſion'd by his Ab- 


ſence ; and which would, in that Juncture, be encreas'd by 
his Preſence. | 


Bur, juſt before he came toe ſum up this Evidence againſt 
the King, it mutt be acknowledg'd, he ſaid the Queſtion did 
not lie, the Doubt was not (in his Words,) Whether King 
James's going off in juch a Manner as he did, was, in Truth, 
an Abdication of the Government? F do not fay, Whether he 
e meant to Abdicate it? That is not the Queſtion ; but, whatever 


be meant, whether it was not fo in the Eye of the. Law ? Aud whe- j 
oY ther thoſe of the Convention, who declared it Jo to be, had not good # 
Ke Grounds for ſuch their Opinion and Reſolution? He goes on: 
ch * Now this 1s none of my Concern to determine; nor were 
he © the People, at that Time, any more concern'd in it: Their. 


ht, ; C Re- 
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f Repreſentatives, | whoſe proper Buſineſs it was with the 


Lords, determin'd the Point for them. And either ſuch Mat- 


© ters muſt never be reſolv'd at all, or it muſt be granted that 
© the Nation ought to have been as it was concluded by their 
© Determination. 


Tux Buſineſs of this Author, I took it was, to defend the 
Revolution; and, after ſaying much, which he declared was in- 
tended in juſtification of it, he ſays it is not his Concern, nor 
the Pcople's, at that Time. He fits down with this, as an 


entire Satisfaction to him and them, that the Lords and Com- 


mons, at that Time, determin'd it, for Reaſons they thought 
convincing. This is a ſad Way of Contending for a Cauſe. 
To conſider whether a Cauſe is juſtifiable or not, and, in that 
Examination, to produce nothing but what makes againſt it; 
and then ſay, they, whoſe Buſineſs it was, pronounc'd it juſt. 
I am ſure it is evident, from what has been {aid upon this To- 
pick, that nothing which has been produced by this Writer, 
could convince any Man of common Senſe, that the King ut- 
terly relinquiſh'd, and was guilty of an unforc'd Abſence from 


his Office, amidſt the Diſtreſſes of his Kingdom; but that, on 


the contrary, he repreſcnts that Conduct as what might con- 
duce to his more probable Continuance in the Royal Authority, 
than his Stay, at that Juncture, could poſſibly do. What I 
am examining,in Behalf of my ſelf, and my poor Brethren, the 
Laity, is, how we are defended by thoſe who have appeared 
for us, that we may be chankful, and ſtand by thoſe who are 
fitteſt to Lead us, and avoid placing Security where there is 
none. It happens in the Arguments of this Defendant of the 
Realm and Church, that his Armour is defective on the To- 


pick of Revolution Juſtifable; and he has done nothing but 


declare, It was no Matter to him whether it is Proof or not; 
the whole lay upon our Repreſentatives. But we will not leave 
them thus conligned to Infamy, for a noble and hazardous 
Enterprize, to which we owe all that is dear to us. We will 
conſider that in its Place; in the mean Time, we ſhall pro- 
ceed ; and, as ſome Worthies ſhew themſelves beſt _—_ 

| - under 
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under greateſt Difficulties, we will ſee whether this Gentleman 
locs not do better under Doubtful than Juſtifiable. 17 


Uron the Suppoſition that the Lawfulneſs of the Revo- 
tion was Doubtful, he Diſputes thus: The only Point, in which 
ay Doubt can be ſuppos d, muſt be, Whether King James's Conduct, 
after the Prince was landed, and had enter d upon a Treaty with Him, 
ind then Disbanded, and ran away, and the like, did amount to 
Ia Abdication ? Now, ſuppoſing this to be Doubtful, I Aff m, That 
MY ths being done by them, the People were gbliged to aquieſce mit, and to 
bit to the Perſons recognized by that Convention, as King and 


OF theſe who came oe r with the Prince, or appear d in Arms on 
ide, or even voted, as Members of the Convention, That King 
FJ [ames's Flight was an Abdication, and contributed to all that fol- 
"IJ bow'd, not many are living; and for thoſe that are, their Caſe is par- 
Naar If they, did amiſs, let them look to it ; they are to anſwer to 
Cod for what they did. All that the Body of the Nation was then to 
e ſatisfy'd in, was, Whether, be the Revolution in that Reſpect Ju- 
ſifable, or not, it did not become the Duty of every Eugliſn 
Subject to ſubmit to the King and Queen, and to take the Oaths, for 
the better Aſſurance of his Faith and true Allegiance, to them? 

THIS is a Queſtion which admits of no Diſpute ; our Common 
ud Statute Law qgreeing in this Point, as the Baſis and Foundation of 
ur Legal Obedience, That by the K1NG, in all our Laws, we are 
„ 1dr hand the King who. is in the Poſſeſſion of the Governments 
JJ there ſhould chance to be ſome other Claimant, out of Poſſeſſion, 
%, 70 Appearance, had the beſt Right aud Title tu the Crown. 


I MIGHT produce many Authorities in Proof of this ; but they 
we been fo fully colleited, and all the Exceptions made 10 them Jo 
early flated, by Dr. Higden, that I refer my Reader to bis Dif 
J ſe. My Lord Coke, expounding the Meaning of Noſtre 
I kigncur le Roy, in the Statute of te TR of Edw. III. * 
. at 
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That this Act of Parliament is to be underſtood of a King 
in Poſſeſſion of the Crown and Kingdom; for, if there be 2 
King Regnant in Poſſeſſion, altho He be Rex de Facto, & my | 
de Jure, yet is He Seigneur le Roy, within the Parview of this Ha- 
zute : And the Other that has Right, and is out of Poſſeſſion, 
is not within this Act. Nay, if Treaſon be committed againſt 
a King de Fucto, & non de Jure; after the King de Jure comes 


to the Crown, He ſhall puniſh the Treaſon done againſt the 
King de Fafo; and a Pardon granted by a King de Jure, that 
is not alſo de Facto, is void. e a 


WW HATEVE R Doubt there may be concerning the Aldication 
of King James there can be no Doubt but that King William 
and Queen Mary were proclaimed King and Queen of this Realm; 
and therefore they were the RING and QUEEN to whom 


our Allegiance was due. : 


How far theſe Confiderations did once appear to be convincing to 


fome who afterwards went off, I cannot tell, but Dr. Hicks was fully ©? 
convinced of the Lawfulneſs of taking the Oaths to King William aud ©? 


Queen Mary. 


Dr. KEN was dt barely ſatisfied himſelf of the Lawfulneſs of 
taking the Oaths, but had prepared a Treatiſe to convince his Friends. 


I am unwilling to believe what has been confidently affirm'd, as to - 
the Accident that moved him to change his Mind. What Hand he ©: 
had in inviting the Prince over, I dare not ſay ; but leave the Reader 
to make his own Conſtruction upon what is certain, that, when it was ©? 
doubted whether the Prince would come that Seaſon, he unfurniſhed © 


Ely-Houſe, ſtip'd afide out of the Way, aud hid himſelf, for what 
Reaſons it is not hard to gueſs : Nay, even that good Man Dr. San- 
crott, than whom no one was more forward to approve the Prince's 
Undertaking, changed his Mind. { Wil 
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T1 SHALL, perhaps, be cenſur d for reviving the Memory of what 
theſe Great Men of the Separation themſelves, heretofore, both did 
aid thought, with Relation to this Matter; but it is Time to pus 


theſe bold Railers in Mind, that their own chief Leaders were once as 


fully reſolv'd ts take the Oaths as our ſelves; and that, tis much to 
be fear d, they had ſome other Motives, than that of Conſcience, to 
hmder their taking them. , | 


Jam ſorry: to ſay, but I will prove it, that this Warriour 
(in the Article of Doubtful, as well as that of Juſtifiable) feems 
to have no Head under his Helmet; he peeps out from under 
it, and makes a Flouriſh on our fide; but, tho' if he means ho- 
neſtly, we are obliged: to him, e can by no means depend up- 
on him in an Qut-poſt. To what he has ſaid, I anſwer, That 
th: Obligation between Prince and People is reciprocal, and 
that, according to the Laws of God and Nature, and the E- 
ternal Rule of Honour and Gratitude, if our Prince has to his 
beit uſed his Power for our Good and Support, e are, in re- 
turn, to defepd him on his Throne, and endeayour to 
reſtore him to it, if he be unjuſtly pulled out of it. I will not 
deny but the Doctrine advanced from Dr. Higden, and the other 
Quotation from my Lord Coke, may be, and are agreeable to the 


Common and Satute Law of this Kingdom; but the Author 


ſhould; have read farther, and he would have learn'd from the 
Eighth Chapter of Hjgden, That our Laus in this Point are agreea- 
ble to the great End and Deſign of Government, for that Communities 
were not defigned for ſo many Scenes for a few Perſons to diſplay their 
Glory in, and all the reft of Mankind to be only Iuſtruments of their 
Power, but that Government was inſtituted for the Security and Wel- 
fare of all the Members of civil Society. Now the Legiſlative Pow- 
er of England has, before it, all the Fortunes and Perſons of the 
Members of the Community to do with what it will; and 
they are certainly obliged to act according to the ſtricteſt Prin- 
ciples ot Honour and Juſtice, by the Rule of the Publick Good; 
but ſuch are the Intricacies of divided Intereſts and Inſtabilities of 
Human Affairs, that a State, as well as a private Perſon, is often 

: | | | obliged 
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2 to act Prudentially rather than juſtly; it was therefore 
Prudent and as juſt as the Legiſlature was able to be, du- 
any the Contention of oppoſite Branches of the Royal Family; 
an 


it was alſo for the Good of the Whole, that whoerer 


ſhould get into Poſſeſſion of the Crown, ſhould be, to all In- 
rents and Purpoſes, a good and duly qualified King: But who, 
that has any Eye- ſight, does not ſee, that this is a Perſonal Hard- 
ſhip to him that has a Right ; and, no doubt of it, but would 
be a great Cruelty to a good and lawful Prince to be ejected, 

without Fault againſt the Community; but, as it appeared to the 
then Legiſlature, ſuch Incidents of Injuſtice might unavoidably 
happen; they went the neareſt they could to let them be as lit- 
tle iujurious as poſſible to the Whole, by contriving that the 
Laws ſhould have their due Courſe, with relation to the Body 
of the People, and conſtituting the King de Facto, as well as 
the King de Jure, an Able and Proper Magiſtrate. Thus when 
the Quarrel was ended by Coronation: and preſent Poſſeſſion, 
the Partiſans of each Side were under the Favour of the Law, 
and might ſit down in Quiet and Safety. In this manner, as 
the Good of the Whole is the Rule of Publick Juſtice, the Ne- 
ceflity of Affairs produced the Prudential Statutes, which made 
Poſſeſſion of the Crown, as far as concerns this Life, expiate all 
Crimes, and ſupply all Diſabilities. But all that while Right and 
Title, abſtracted from the Relations to the publick Happineſs, 
ſtands untouched; and if an honeſt Man follows the Fortune of 
an injured Exile, and believes he can bring him back to the Throne 
of which he was diſpoſſeſſed; conſulting, in His Opinion, the 
General Good, much better than the Expulſion of him did; it 
is impoſſible to ſhow that this would not be a Great and Honeſt 


Attempt; tho”, if he ſhould. periſh in it, they who ſhould put 
him to Death for the Diſturbance he gave the World, would 


alſo do a very legal, warrantable, nay, and honeſt Action. 


A Subject of a good dethron'd, King de Jure, might with 
great Virtue and Innocence, tho not with legal Juſtice, follow 
his Fortune, and attempt to recover his Kingdom for him; 


and 
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and it is plain, from the very Statutes themſelves, made under 

De Facto Reigns, that this Abſolution of what was paſſed be- 
fore Coronation, was as much as could be obtained in Favour 
of the Truth of the Queſtion; where-ever it lay: For it is a- 

gainſt all manner of Senſe and Reaſon that this was done, with- 
out Regard to Good and Eyvil, or that they were Things in 
themſelves indifferent to the Legiſſators. No: Among ſuch 
Conjunctures as would probably arife, and introduce now à 
Right, and then a Wrong Prince, They could do no better than 
thus. As they could not prevent a Right Man's Excluſion; yet, 
in juſtice to Him, and to right Reaſon and common Honeſty, 
they would receive Him as their Prince; if He could make 
AHimſelf fuch : Still providing alſo, that they would not, 
for the Good of the Whole, permit the Rightful Prince to avenge 
Himſelf of all who had obey'd and ſupported His Advetſary. 
This I allow was, and is, according to Our Author, the Law 
of England; but, I think, a Good Man might Greatly, Worthily, 
Vertuouſly, and Generouſly, adventure falling under the Penal- 


ty of that Law; nay, think himſelf obliged to do it in Con- 5 |] 

Cond and Honour : And I would not have this Glorious Con- | YN 

ſtitution, of Ours, lay its greateſt Dependanee upon any Thin | L | 
I but what is ſupported by the ſevereſt Truth and Juſtice, much 4 
es upon what, in the difintereſted Eye of Reaſon, mult ap- | 'F 
I dear to be the contrary to thoſe Eternal Rules. 1 
Tux Author, under the Topick of Juſtifiable, has put the | 
Rexolution upon the Foot of Abdication, that is, upon leaving 5 
che Throne naked, and not waiting what ſhould be done ig E | 


IF free Parliament; and therefore no One (maugre all our Author | 
I tas ſaid) who does not think King James went away unfore'd, . 9 
can think he was not hardly uſed in being pronounced to have * 
I Abdicated, fuppoſing that Word (as this Defendant of the # 
"JF Rcalm ufes it) meant only that he Abandoned his People; 

Ind therefore, for want of his Prote&ion, they were diſcharg'd 

of their Allegiance, He ſays, indeed, in his 17th Page, 410 

"I iters agree, That a Man (he _ not ſay a King) might Ab- 


dicate 
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dicate in\Words, uay, by Actions againſt Horde; 6 4 Proteſtation 
againft Fat is of no Force; ) I would then be glad to know, and 
ſhall leave it to the Conſcience of Mankind to judge, whether any 
plainer Evidence could have been given, by any Prince, of his Dere- 
lictiou of the Government, than King James did here giue. But he 
very artfully. excepts himſelf from among thoſe well- ſatisfy d 
Writers included in the Word All. , Abdicating by Acts has 
ſomething more Forcible and Criminal in it than a Derelifion 
of the Government; and tho, when he inſinuates that King 
James's. Actions forfeited his Throne, he ſhrinks by in the Word 
Dereliftion, and evades a plain Declaration of what he himſelf 
thinks of an Abdication by Facts, Thus, when he has diſcover'd 
it was doubtful to. himſelf, he may well proceed to ſhew, if 
he can, that he, and all Men, ought to be well ſatisfy'd, tho' 
it ſhould- be really doubtful in it ſelf, whether the King had 
been juſtly declared to have Abdicated. 


Tux Caſe of thoſe who had an Hand in the Revolution, ke 

ſays, is particular. It is ſo, indeed, but to their Advantage; 
for every Man that had a Part in that great Work, had his 
Proportion of Merit with the Glorious Deliverer, to whoſe 
Bravery and Influence it was chiefly owing. 


Tur Author has not any where, in direct Terms, ſpoken 
of the Revolution as a Worthy and Honeſt Undertaking ; but 
imputes the Loſs of the Crown tothe King's Dereliction: In which 
he ſhews he has not ſo great a Reſpect for the Legiſlature who 
did this, as for that which Ratity'd all the Actions of a King 
de Fafto. All the Charity he has for the Revolutioners, is, 
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that he does not ſpeak all that he thinks of them. But a pa- 
tient Review of what the Lords Spiritual and Temporal did at 
the Convention, will ſhew that they did not, by the Word Aldi- 
cate, mean barely that he ran away, but alſo that he ran away as 
a Tyrant. The Act, which exalted the Glorious William, and his 
Ever-bleſſed Conſort Mary, to the Throne of this Kingdom, has it 


thus Whereas the late King James IL by the Aſſiſtance of divers evil 
| Coun-. 
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Counſellors, Judges and Miniſters, employ'd by him, did endeavour to 


ſubvert and extirpate the Proteſtant Religion, and the Laws and Liber- 


ties of this Kingdom; and ſo recites the long Train of his Ty- 
ranny, and, upon them, pronounces ; All which are utterly and 


directly contrary to the known Laws and Statutes, and Freedom of 


this Realm. And whereas the ſaid late King James the Second having 
abdicated the Goverumeiit, and the Throne being thereby become va- 
8 © JJ a Oe | 


No w it plainly appears that the Convention made every 
Act of Injuitice recited a Motive to his Expulfion, and added 
his Abdication to the Heap of his other Crimes and, very 
juſtly, from his Guilt and his Flight, pronounc'd him to have 
forf eited all, (in the Words) the Throne being thereby va- 
5 Ft 201 SHE TH. Tt 725 


In the midſt of the Diſtractions of theſe Times, it was very 
Wiſe and Prudential, as well as ſtrictly Juſt, to leave the Word 


Abdicated in its general Acceptation, of having Forfeited by 


Actions that do in themſelves incapacitate, as well as A running 
away, which neceffarily muſt incapacitate. I ſuppoſe ne one 


will believe he ought to have been call'd back for his ill Deeds, 


and invited to a Tyranny from which he fled. 


FROM all which, as has been above obſerv'd, I cannot al- 
low the Defendant of the Realm and Church to ſuppoſe Doubts 
in Caſes where there are none : For, by his Leave, it is much 
better for us poor Laymen, that we. go upon. plain Truths, 
than upon the Support taken from the Subtleties of a Caſuiſt. Our 
profound one goes on to ſhew, after all his other Endeavours, 
that the firſt Non-juring Biſhops were doubtful on this Sub- 
je& ; which he does in a Way that we Laymen (I know not 
what the. Author is) ſhould think very ungenerous ; and, I am 
fure, you Churchmen, very uncharitable. But Paſſion is y__ 

_ | rally 
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rally a fooliſh thing ; and theſe excellent (however miſtaken) 
Nen, who reſigned all the Goods of this Life for the Teſtimony 
of a good Conſcience, are, I truſt, rewarded with a double 
Weight of Glory and happy Immortality; though, as our 
Author obſerves, they unadviſedly cheated themſelves of their Pre- 
ferments. I wiſh every Man, that ever was in Doubt on this 
Occaſion, had given as much Proof of his Sincerity. _ 


Hx is now going to the Caſe of Unlawful; but, I hope, he 
will not be ſo ſtrong and able upon this Subject as the 
taſt. In order to ſuppoſe it doubttul, he was under no 
Neceſſity of endeavouring to prove it ſo: But I have 
ſeen Quacks take Phyſick, only juſt to ſhow their Skill in 
curing themſelves ; but they have ſometimes fail'd. 


(l 


I Wirt now proceed to my laſt Suppoſition, (and. a very 
«ſtrange one, I confeſs, it is,) viz. That the Revolution, and all 
4 that was done in bringing it about, was utterly anlauful; and 

*thaſe who were concern'd in it, awexcuſable : Yer ſtill 1 affirm, 
«that it would be our Duty to ſubmit to the preſent Govern- 
ment, and to take thoſe Oaths that are requir'd by it. 

Ir is now almoſt Thirty Years ſince the Prince of Orange 
came hither, and was, upon King James's Abdication, placed 
<npon the Throne. 


© © Kina William farviv'd his Queen many Years: He Reign'd 
* honourably Thirtcen Years, and dy'd peaceably poſlefs*d of the 
Throne to. which he had been rais'd. 


QvxsN Ans ſucceeded him in his Crown: and Virtues, 
She, yet more firmly, ſettled the Proteſtant Succeſſion; and, 
*after a Twelve Yeais Reign, (the more Part of it with the 
« greateſt Honour and Eſteem, not only of her own Nation, 
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© but of all Europe) went down, in the quiet Poſſeſſion of the 
Throne, to her Grave. | N "Oh 


© To Her ſucceeded his preſent Majeſty, by many wonderful 
(L had almoſt ſaid miraculous) Deliverances. . 


* Axp here then let me ask any reaſonable Perſon : Has God 
the ſame Power now, that he heretofore aſſerted to himſelf, 
in many Places of the Holy Scripture, to bring about his 
© own wile and good Purpoſes ? Is his Arm fhorter'd, or is his 
Authority leflen'd, that he either cannot, or ought not, if he 
« ſees fitting, to Transfer a Kingdom from one Perſon, or Fa- 


mily, to another? To deny chis, were the worſt of Blaſphemy. 


Tuo a Government be ſet up by Sin and Rebellion ; Yer, 
if it comes to be ſettled, God declares himſelf for it: There- 
fore to oppoſe ſnch a Government, is to fight againſt 
*Gop. | | | | 


Ir is a Queſtion, whether an Uſurper, when once he is 
* crown'd, 1s not to be look'd upen as the King to whom the 
People owe their Allegiance. The Law ſays, he is (but let 
that be as it will) A Poſſeſſion of Thirty Tears gives an undoubted 
' Right ; eſpecially, being guarded by ſo many Statutes'* Aud the Laws 
* of an Uſurper are as good as thoſe of a Lawful King. 


No W, it it be our Duty to obey the King in Poſſeſſion, it 
is certainly our Duty to oppoſe him who is out of Poſſeſſion: 
His being out of Poſſeſſion takes from him all Right to the Go- 
vernment, tho', abſtractedly ſpeaking, he has the beſt Right 
in the World. Legal Authority, tis plain, he has none, for 
that is always on the Side of the Poſſeſſor; and as for Divine 
Authority, if there be any ſach thing, the Biſhops and Clergy 
' fay, That an Uſurper claims that too by vertue of Poſſeſſion: 
So chat the Pretender can have no Authority either from God 


or Man. 5 | 
* AND 
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Axp now, I may hope, I have ſufficiently Vindicated my ſelf 
and my Countrymen from the Charge of Perjury and Rebellion. 


Give me Leave, he proceeds, once more to ſay, if King James invaded, 
againſt Law, the Rights of the People, and in direct Oppoſition to hisOath, 
zo govern Arbitraily, then every Subject had a Right to withſtand 
ſuch an unjuſt Invaſion; and, by Force of Arms, if not otherwiſe, 
oblige the King to return to that Legal Form of Government from 
which he had departed. This was all, that for ought appears, any 
of thoſe who Roſe in Favour of the Prince of Orange intended; and 
more than the mos? of them did. As for the Lords and Commons, 
who woted the Aſſociation ; I have before profeſſed, and I ſee uo Cauſe 
to retract it, That if they were fully perſwaded that the Departure of 
King James, when the Grievances that had been complained of were juli 
ready to be ſubmitted to the Judgment of a Free Parliament, was, 
with a Defign, on purpoſe to avoid the Redreſs of them; did, in its 
Nature, amount to Dereliftion of the Government: They could not 
have been true to the Truſt committed to them, if they had not Voted 
and Acted as they did. In the mean Time, in a Matter of ſuch a 
Nature in which it is not eaſy for the wiſe? Man alive to deier- 
mine on either Side, I am ſure Charity will oblige us to believe and 
hope the belt; and not ſuffer us raſhly, and at all Adventures, 10 
condemn thoſe, whom, perhaps, when we ſhall ſtand together in Judg- 
ment, He who ſearches the Hearts of Men will finally acquit. 


You ſee, at large, the Doubt this Gentleman is under a- 
bout the Lawfulneſs of the Revolution, even after he has done 
with it, as a_Suppolition ; and concludes only, that in Cha- 
rity, we ought. to forbear being raſh in judging of their Cir- 
cumſtance. You ſee alſo that he does not pretend to excuſe ay 
but thoſe who at firſt intended only to reſtrain the King's 
Power, and bring it into due Bounds, and not to proceed tur- 
ther on any Provocation. So that to depoſe him, (and we 
Hall talk in a Circle to the End of the World till we own he 
was depoſed) was, according to this Author, not a defencible 
Thing; and the Revolution, according to him, has no Juſtice. 

in 
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in it, but as it has taken Place; and thoſe born under it are 
anconcerned in the Iniquity of it's Foundation, and may inno- 
cently ſubmit to it. 1 


H 1s Doctrine, in plain Exgliſb, is, That the Government of 
this Nation is not founded upon the Rules of Juſtice ; but ho- 
ſoever can by Force or Surprize obtain a Coronation, has a 
Title to the Allegiance of the Subject: This Scheme, till this 
Day, I always took to be inſpired by the Religion of Mahomer, 
and not that of a Redeemer, whoſe Kingdom is not of this World. 
But, with the Author's Favour, though Our Statutes do aſſert, 
That the King de Facto, for Reaſons I have before given, are 
ſufficient Kings of England. He has not done all his Buſineſs, 
for he has not touched the main Difficulty ; which is, the In- 
capacity of Religion, which excluded King James, and all Ro- 
man-Catholicks of the Royal Family: This, 1 hope, he will al- 
low a ſufficient Incapacity and Authority enough, in the Sight of 
God, to Bar out all that are ſuch from the Soveraignty of theſe 
Realms, or he has {till left us undefended. The Makers of the 
Statutes, relating to Kings de Fatty and de Jure, had not this 
before them ; but with the Natural Rights of Reaſon, Truth 
and Religion, which we have recovered out of the Tyranny of 
that Superſtition; we have put the very Foundation of One 
Government upon the Abhorrence of it: The Kings de Fafta 
and de Fure, both were in thatFaith, and after a new Uſurpation 
or Jutt Title had a new prevail'd, the moſt Dear Rights, 
Men had, remain'd untouch'd by the Change of Perſons in the 
Sovereignty : But now the whole Point is between the Roman- 
Catholick and Protestant Lines, as you have excellently ſtared it; 
and no One will now ſay, that though a King de Facto and a 
King de Jure might ſucceed each Other, the Throne can, at 
preſent, be as indifferently aſcended by a Papiſt and a Proteſtant 
Sovereign. If Our Defendant will not allow this, he muſt al- : 
'ow that King James never did any Act of Tyranny, for he 
did none but what he was prompted to by his Religion. The | ? 
rain Purpoſe propoſed by theſe Derelictors, of having no far- = 

ther 2 
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ther a Deſign than to reduce the King to the preſcribed Rules 
of the Conſtitution, was, a purpoſe to make him a very III 
Man, in order to make him a Good King ; for ſuch muſt be a 

ood Papiſt King to a Proteſtant People; and deſperate muſt 
be the Condition of that Nation which can expect no Good of 
its Prince, but what he Acts againſt the Dictates of his Con- 


ſcience. To reſtrain the King at all, beyond what the Law 


does, while he is at the Head of it, is a Degree of Offence 
againſt his Royalty; and, in the Caſe of a Roman Catholick, over 
a Proteſtant People, to do leſs than depoſe him, had been 
to have done Indignity and Diſgrace to the King, without do- 
ing Good to the People; and, without doing the latter, it 
would be as fooliſh as wicked to attempt the former. 


Il will not make any further Obſervations at preſent, but g0 
on to his Argument, as a Defendant of the Church: And thus 
he we forth Our Circumſtances on the Subject of the famous 

Schiſm. n 


© I Couꝝ now to the Charge of Schiſm, upon account of commu- 
© nicating with thoſe Biſhops, and Presby ters, vho were either put 
© into the Places of ſuch as had been turn'd out for taking the 
© Oaths, or had Conſecrated the One, and Inſtituted the O- 
© thers, to ſucceed them in their Dioceſes and Pariſhes. And 
© here, again, it will be neceſſary to State the Caſe a-right, 
that ſo we may be the better able to judge a-right of it. 


TAE Imperial Crown of this Realm being ſet, as we have 
* ſeen, on the Sacred Heads of King William and Queen Mary, 
* it could not be expected but that many would be offended at 
© it: Some loſt their Hopes; others, their Places, by it: Many 
* were willing to ſee Things better ſettled, before they engag'd 
too far in a new Intereſt, by various Means; and, perhaps, 
© a little of Conſcience too, in thoſe who had been intoxicated 
with the flaviſh Notions of Abſolute Power, Indefeaſibe 


Right, and unlimitted Obedience, (Things as irreconcileable 


© with 


4 
8 
2 
Tov 
= 
EL 
. 
YO 
We 
<, 
- 05 
Fa 
x 
be th 
PEO 
% 
+. 
2 


to be ſu 
Space of another Six Months; if they {till continue to refuſe 
them, they were to be ipſo facto, depriv'd. In the room of 
£1 © thoſe who thus loſt their Places in the Church, other Ortho- 
1 © dox Biſhops and Clergymen were ſubſtituted, by thoſe who 
had the Right of beftowing them; and the Crime objected 
cb us is, that ſome were put into the Places of thoſe who 
were deprived ; others communicated with thoſe who were 
£1 © ſo put in; and, by this Means, all, both Clergy and People, 
who took the Oaths to the Government, became finally in- 
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with our Engl Conſtitution, as Light is with Darkneſs) 
many began to ſcruple the Oath of Allegiance, though fram'd 
in the ſofteſt and moſt gentle Terms, that ever any. Oath of 
that Kind had been. The Government, being ſenſible of 
this, reduced the Oaths to ſuch a Form as might be the leaſt 
* apt. tO raiſe Da” pip in the Minds of any truly Conſcientious 
© Perſons. The C gy. {re indulged about Six Months for 

Jaths ; if they refuſed, they were only 
ended from the Execution of their Office, by the 


V 


Or Thoſe who make this Exception againſt Us, I would 


crave Leave to ask ; Whether the Oath of Supremacy was not 
only enjoin'd by Qneen Elixabeth, to be taken by all Archbiſbops, 
Biſbops, and All and Every other Ecclefiaſtical Perſon : But it was 
J moreover Enacted, That if any refuſe, then the Perſon ſo refu- 
%ig, ſhould forfeit and fe all, &c. Let it be conſider d what 
2] thoſe Biſhops and Clergymen, who refuſed the Oaths at the 
Revolution, were, by vertue. of that Statute, Deprived of. 
Their Orders were not touched: They were ſtill left under the 
BI ame Spiritual Capacity of wy, frm the Functions of them, 


that they had before. By vertue 


ereof the Biſhops had ſtill 


the Right of Oran, and Confirming ; and both they, and 


the other Clergy, the Pc 
and Adminiſtring the Holy Sacraments, as if they had not been 


ower of Preaching the Word of God, 


þ Deprived at all. But the Biſhops were diveſted of their 


1: Civil Rights: They loſt their oY to their Honours and Reve- 


© mes: 


| 7 Lt . um. © R 1 

26 The Layman's Letter to 
nes: They were debarr d from Sitting ot Voting in Parliament: 

They were reſtrain d from Officiating, as Biſhops of ſuch par- 
© ticular Dioceſes; or from doing any Authoritative Acts within 
© them. This was all the Incapacity which that Statute brought 
© upon them. They would not Swear Allegiance to the Civil 
x enge ſo the Civil Government thought it not fitting 
to permit them to perform their Clerical Functions in, or to 
PF 0 of the Profits of their Beneſices, but reſolved to com- 
mit them to ſuch other Orthodox Biſhops and Prieſts, as were 
ja willing to give them the Security they required of their Fi- 
_ QEUTY. 1 „ 5 + I cf 


I 


Tu Caſe of Schiſm is made to conſiſt only in a Diſpute a- 


bent Livings and Preferments : For the Author, to avoid the 
Imputation of this Crying Sin, obſerves, That the deprived F 
were {till as goed Biſhops and Prieſts as ever; and they were 
allowed to be Orthodox, though they were not Friends to the 
Government; and all was well with the Church ſince they were 
ſucceeded by the Orthodox. It appears they who underſtand 
what Orthodox means, know, that a Man who thinks the whole 
Natien in a Schiſm, may himſelf be Orthodox, and he whoa 


takes all he has from him thus Orthodox, is Orthodox alſo. WY 


Thus a Man who is a Prieſt of that Religion which diſclaims & 
all Secular Power, may be ſtill a gogd Prieſt, though an Enemy 
to his Country, and that Country. has no Right to incapacitate 
him from the Functions of his Character; though, it is plain, 
he may in that Character do more Miſchief to the Publick than? 
any. other Profeſſion can poſſibly effect; eſpecſally when we? 
conſider, that when the Prieſts who enjoys the Livings from 
which he is deprived, allows him to he ſtill as good a Spiritual“ 
Guide as himſelf; and thereby gives him the greater Authority E 
and Influence of a diſintereſted. Zeal for Religion, in having re- 
ſign'd all, rather than offend againſt his Conſcience : At this? 
Rate the Government, inſtead of being the better and ſafer tor 
Deprivation, are more endanger'd by inflicting that Penalty 
they make their Enemies mere. Venerable in themſelves, and 
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the Riſhop of Bangor, &c. 25 
conſequently more Powerful againſt their Country. Who is 
moſt likely to be well heard, the Man who has loſt his Living, 


and holds his Succeſſor in it to be 4 Sciſmatick, or the 
Incumbent, who admits the Man depriv'd to be {till within 


the Pale of the Church as a Miniſter of it? and every Way as 
good a Man as himſelf, except in the Poſſeſſion of the Living? 


When this is the Caſe, how is it poſfible but the chief Influence 


muſt attend the Man, who, according to the Confeſſion of his 
Adverſary, has the Merit of a Confeſſor added to that which 
he has in common with him, that of a Prieſt. oats. 
TRE ne let that came into my Way on this Great 
Occaſion, was, The Nonjurors Seperation from the Publick Afſem- 
blies of the Church of England, examin d, and prov'd to be Schiſmas 
tical upon their own Principles. By Thomas Bennett, 7 


Tus Author, in his Preface, obſerves, That ; becomes every 


fincere Member of Our excellent Church to exbrt himſelf at this Critical 
Juncture The Papiſts on the one Hand, and the Fanaticks on the 


other, are ſueering at our Folly; and let any thoughtful Perfon judge, 
whether this is a proper : 
Friends of Epiſcopacy and a pre-compoſed Lithurgy. - 


Wu x he has ſhewn the Separation to be between the Now: | 


jurors and Our Church, and with the ſoft Forms of Pablick 


and Private Aſſemblies, diſtinguiſh'd our Churches from their 


unlawful Conventicles, which do each of them claim the venerable 


Name of the Church of England. I fay, after. he has intimated 


the Meeting of Nonjurors to be ſtill Aﬀemblies of the Church, 
and ſpoken of the Diſſenters, though tolerated by our Lawy, . 


as no Way related to us, but Cut off by the general Ferm, 
Fauaticks.. Our Learned Author is pleated to be the Thing 
which he decries, and diſcovers himſelf to be a Fanatick. Ought 
not this Reflection, ſays he, (ſpeaking of the Treaſonable Aſſem- 


blies who differ from Us) to awaken our Confeiences ? Onght ue 


not to Cry mightily to God for the Direction and Aſſiſtance of his Holy 
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Time to divide thoſe who are the Heartieft 


Spirit, 
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Spirit, that ave may diſcern aud chuſe the right Path, and Act con- 


A 


fiſtentiy; within. the Rules of our Holy Religion. | 


"1 a orte 
For my own Part, He goes on, As 1 have impartiallyj ſearched 


after the Truth, ſo I am perſwaded God has ſhewed it to me. 


TERRE never was a Fifth Monarchy Man who ſpoke a - 
more direct Fanaticiſm than this Doctor, who, afterwards, in- 


timates, That he is no ſmall Perſon, as a Man, of Letters; 


and though he declares his Supernatural Aſſiſtance, inſiſts to 


have any Perſon, who is to talk to him about his Tract, to be 
a Chriſtian and a Schollar. The Author has done his Buſineſs 
very effectually, againſt all common Senſc, in his Preface ; and 
Furs in a Page and Half, fuch a mixture of Arrogaiice,, Self- 
ufficiency, Enthuſiaſm and Pedantry, that he prepares the 
Reader for the, otherwiſe, unaccountable Deſign of allowing 
the Nonjurors the Truth of their Principles; and from thence 
proving them what they, poor Men, pretend (upon thoſe Prin- 
ciples) to call Us, Schiſnatickes. VVV 


Wr will take the Matter of his Bock in his own Words. 


CHAP. I. By the Church of England is meant that Body of Chri- 
ſtians, who | gw themſelves Members of that Communion, which 
* is. maintain'd amongſt us under the Governement of Biſhops, and 
© by the' Uſe of the Book of Common Prayer, © © ON 

Of this Church there are Aſſemblies in all Parts of England, 
* wherein Clergymen, E 3 ordainid, do officiate. 

* Theſe I call the publick Aſſemblies of the Church of England: 
* Firſt, Becauſe they are not only permitted, but encouraged, without 
any Diſcountenance from our preſent Superiours : S:coxd!ly, Other 
Aſſemblies, wherein Clergymen, Epiſcopally ordain'd, officiate, are 


* privately held, in Oppolition to our preſent Superiors, both Ec- 


« clefiaſtical and Civil. "IE, 
© This Separation of Communion between the publick and the pri- 
vate Aſſemblies is, undoubtedly and confeſſedly, Sciſmatical. Tis 


therefore our Duty to conſider the Matter, and to maintain Com- 


© munion with thoſe Aſſemblies, which may be frequented without 


* committing the moſt heinous Sin of Schiſm. In order thereto,l think 


* it 
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it neceſſary to fix the Scene of this Diſpute (if I may fo ſpeak) # 
* ſome one particular Diocrſe, there being great Diverſity between the 
* Caſe of the Province of Canterbury; 'andithat of the Province of York. 
d. Between the Caſe of thoſe Dioceſes, whoſe Biſhops were de- 
priv'd for refuſing the Oaths to King V liam and Queen Mary; and 
of thoſe Dioceſes, whoſe Biſhops took: the ſaid Oaths. I ſhall take 
the Liberty of beginning with the Dioceſe of London) not only be- 
(cauſe I have liv'd their ſixteen Years, but alfo becauſe the Strength 
' of that Communion, which I charge with Schiſm, lies in and about 
this great City, from which the Dioceſe takes its Name. 8 
CH AF. II. is granted on both Sides, that Dr. Compton was 
FF: rightfully poſſeſſed of this See of London at the Revolution, 
b Tem L "ow his Epiſcopal Authority over it to the laſt Day of 
his Life. 1. 0 
Let it be granted, that the Biſhops, who were depriv'd, were 
Confeſſors, and thoſe who were placed in their Sees Schiſmatical In- 
truders; and that Dr. Compton was guilty of Schiſm in maintaining 8 
with the Schiſmatical Intruders; yet Dr. Compton continued our Bi- 
ſhop, and his Schiſmatical Communion was not a Forfeiture of his 
See. There is a Difference between the Schiſm of Co-ordination, and 
the Schiſm of Subordination. A Breach of Co-ordination is a Breach, 
of Church-Union between two Biſhops. A Breach of Church-Uni- 
on between Superiours and Inferiours is a Schiſm of Subordination. 
Nov as a King does not forfeit his Right to the Obedience of his 
2 own Subjects by breaking the Peace, which he ought to keep with 


| 8 ' his Equals, ſo neither does a Biſhop, by the Schiſm of Co-ordina- 


tion, ceaſe to be ſupreme Paſtor of his own Dioceſe. Therefore 
Dr. Compton did continue the rightful Biſhop of this Dioceſe to the 
Time of his Death. JT | 

a CHAP. III. We are told, that after the Deprivation of the 
LNonjuring Biſhops, ſuch Chriſtians as maintain'd Communion with 
che late Dr. Compton, who had acknowledged the Schiſmatical In- 
I truders, were polluted with his Schiſm. I anſwer, the Schiſm of 
Coordination does not affect a Dioceſe. For 'tis as certainly poſſi- 
ble for the Biſhop of a Dioceſe to be guilty of the Schiſm of Co- 
ordination, without involving his Dioceſe in it, as tis poſſible for 
him to be guilty of Drunkenneſs, without inſecting his Flock 
IT therewith. I confeſs, if thoſe that continued in Communion with 
Dr. Compton were thereby oblig' d, by ſome explicit or implicit Acti- 
on or Declaration, to e e intruding Dr. Moore for Bi- 
hop of Nyruich; or, if the Public Aſſemblies of the Church of 
. H | England 
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the like ; then the Caſe had been very different. But ſince no 


etter to 


Authority, and in Defiance of his Right to the See of Norwich, of 


of this Nature either was, or could be, pretended ; I ſee no mans 


ner of Reaſon for charging our Continuance in Communion witk 


Dr. Compton as Biſhop of London, with the Guilt of that Schiſm of 
Co-ordination, which Dr. Compton committed in owning Dr. Mop 
for Biſhop of Norwich, | a 
CHAP. IV. Dr. Compton, Pope Vittor, Epiphanius, St. Trenæug 
Marcianus, St. Cyprian, Novatian, Pope Stephen, Sabinus and Fœlix, ha 


filides and Martialis, conſequently the late Dr. Compton continued rights 


ful Biſhop of London, and the People of this Dioceſe were obig 
Death. N 5 


CHAP. V. But there is one other Pretence againſt the Rig 


Our Second Canon (of the Year 1603.) runs thus, 'E 
© Whoſoever ſhall bereafter dffirm, that the King's Majeſty had not the ſang” 
Authority in Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical, that the Godly Kings bad among ſt the Jew X 
and Chriſtian Emperors in the Primitive Church, or *mpeach in any Part by 
Regal Supremacy in tbe ſaid Cauſes rIſtored to the Crown, and by the Lats 
of the Realm therein eſtabliſhed ;, let him be excommunicated ipſo facto, an 
not reſtored hut only by the Archbiſhop after bis Repentance, and publick, Rg 
vocation of thoſe his wicked Errors. . 

From hence ſome have been pleaſed to argue, that whoſoever hu 
deny'd or impeach'd the Eccleſiaſtical Authority or Supremacy & 
the late King James II. or of the preſent Pretender, whom tho; 


call King James III. is excommunicated ½ſ fatto. The whole For 
of this Reaſoning depends upon a falſe Notion of an ipfo fafto E 
communication. Whenſoever therefore a Canon decrees, that af 
* Offender be excommunicated, the Guilt it {elf dees by no means it 
flict the Puniſhment (as ſome have vainly imagin'd) tho' it mats: 
the Guilty Perſon liable to it. The Canon does rot ſay, We decrq, 
that he is, or that he aftually ſtands, ipſo facto excommunicated, or the 
Uke; but git mn hs Let him be excommunicated ip ſo facto. It ſpeaks in 
nd conſequently in the future Tenſe; that is, he ſhall 
be #/o facto Excommunicated. Very well; but by whom ſhall Ic 
be excotnmunieated ihſo fatto? By the' Judge, no doubt. The * 


© peratively, a 


* cellent Mr. Kertlewell has it, that an iþſe facto Excommunication is « 


* another Sentence paſo d 


2 
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* ty Sententia Tata ab . jure, 4 Sentence paſs d by the Law, 'whic D neal 
by the Judge, an ipſo facto Exrommunication ly al 


the Biſhop of Bangor, &c. 31 
Canons not barring Men 
© tence, as Lyndwood notes. Conſequently, fince an iſo fate Excom- 


from Communion, till there be a declaratory Sen- 


© munication fignifies nothing, till a Sentence declaratory is given 3 
tis certain, that Biſhop Compton could not forfeit the Right to his 
See, by reaſon of wy þſo fatto Excommunication, altho' his taking 
the Oaths impoſed fince the Revolution, might juſtly have expo- 
» ; S1 P 

* ſed him to that Cenſure by Virtue of the Second Canon. | 

CHAP. VI. I examined all the Pretences, that have been ad- 
* vanced againſt Dr. Compton's continuing rightful Biſhop of London to 
© the Day of his Death; and it follows, upon the Principles of the 
© Nonurors, that the Clergy and Laity of this Dioceſe were indiſ- 
* penſably bound to maintain Communion with him as Biſhop of 
this See. And therefore, fince the Nonjurors ſeparate from his 
* Communion, and diſown his Authority, and ſet up an Altar in op- 


c 8 to his; this Fact of theirs was Schiſmatical, and moſt 
[4 


ignly criminal, it bein nothing leſs than a downright Rebellion 
* againft that Eccleſiaſtical Authority, which God had been pleaſed 
* to appoint over us, and which he expected and commanded our 
* Submiſſion and Obedience to. CC 
CHAP. VII. But we are told, that during the laſt Years of 
© Biſhop Compton's Life, the Nonjurors were forced to abſent them- 
* ſelves from our Publick Aſſemblies, by the Addition of immoral 
Prayers to our Publick Offices. In anſwer to this Argument, tis in 
* vain for me to plead, that thoſe whom the Nonjurors eſteemed 
© barely de 2 Sovereigns, during the laſt Years of Biſhop Compton's 
Life, deſerve a better Name. 2255 a 
For the Solution of this Difficulty let it be noted, that there is a 
twofold Impoſition of a Term of Church Communion; the one in- 
tentional, the other peremptory or final. Every Command or Injuncti- 
on of a Superior implys an intentional Impoſition of the Thing com- 
manded or injoined. The N. is, whether there was alſo a 
peremptory or . Impoſition of them, ſo that they became a neceſ- 
ſary and unavoidable Term of Church Communion. I am ſure, ſo 
great has been the Lenity of our Church Governors, that even this 
notorious Compliance has never yet 2 * one of them to 
do any one ſevere thing to any one Perſon, that has refuſed, tho 
never ſo openly to join in thoſe Parts of our Liturgy. . 
The Form of our Liturgy has afforded the Scrupulous a moſt 
convenient Opportunity of ſignifying their Diſſent to thoſe Parts of 
our Publick Devotions. For our Prayers being divided into ſo ma- 
ny ſhort Collects, to which the People are required to ſay Amen, 
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whoſoever. does conſtantly ſay Amen at the Concluſion of all the 
other Prayers, and does as conſtantly forbear it at the Concluſion of 
thoſe for our Temporal Governors, does thereby notoriouſly ſigni- 
fy his DiffaffeAion to them, and his Refuſal to pray for them in the 
Terms of the Church's Liturgy, that one would much ſooner ap- 
prehend the Danger of ſome 'Temporal Inconvenience from ſuch an 
avowed Oppoſition to them, than the Danger of giving Scandal by 
ſeeming to pray for them. 5 e 

© have ſhewn, that he, Br. Compton, did not by any Rules of Ec- 


cleſiaſtical Policy, ceaſe to be Biſhop of this Dioceſe, hut continu- 


ed our rightful Governor to the Day of his Death. Wherefore we 
owed him a Spiritual Obedience, and were bound to maintain 
Church Communion with him as our Biſhop, whether we owed 


* 


thoſe de faffo Princes any Temporal Obedience, and were bound to 


pay them any Civil Allegiance, or no. A Nonjuror would rather 
be inclin'd or chule to 125 

avoid thoſe Prayers. But ſurely, ſince the Private Aſſemblies, in 
which thoſe Prayers were not uſed, were ſet up and maintain'd in 
Oppoſition to our then rightful Biſhop; and the Publick ones, 
By 4 thoſe. Prayers were uſed, were held in Subjection to him, 
in Communion with him, and by his Conſent and Approbation : 
therefore he who refuſed, under the Pretence of the Pofflbiliey (for 
there was no Certainty) of Scandal, to join in the Publick Aſſem- 
blies, did thereby, to avoid a Poſſibility of Scandal, venture upon 


a Certa inty of downright Sin, by joining in an open Rebellion a- 


gainſt his rightful Spiritual Governor; which Conduct, I am con- 
fident, no Man of Epiſcopal Principles will dare to juſtify. 

Muſt he ſet up an Altar againſt his rightful Biſhop's Altar, 
and enter into Eccleſiaſtical War with him? *Tis plain, that thoſe 
Nonjurors who ſeparated from Biſhop Compton's Hats ee upon 
the Pretence of immoral Prayers (to which there was no Neceſſity 
of their ſaying Amen; but to which they were notoriouſly permit. 
ted to expreſs a Diſſent, even in the moſt fignificant manner) 
were guilty of a moſt"inexcuſable. Schiſm by ſo doing; nor could 
their Separation from the ſaid Biſhop's Communion be juify'd or 
excuſed upon any ſober and Catholick Principles of Church Unity 


whatſoever. 


CHAP. VIII. Let us now examine Dr. Robinſon's Ri ght to the 


See of London. Since I have demonſtrated, that the Schiſm of 
Co-ordination did not vacat the Sees of thoſe Biſhops who comply ' d 
with the Revolution, and communicated with the 1 
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ort to thoſe Aſſemblies, where he might 
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* the Perſe nſecrated him, ha 
© The (ſuppoſed) Want of 2, Rightful Erince's N 
* not null that Spiritual Action of the Comprovincial Biſhops who 


6 at large. I 1 
And fince Dr. Robinſon is now rightful Biſhop: of London, there 


fore the Nonjutots. Separation from his Communion is Schiſ- 
mäatiallk mo 10 Trrjgne 537 n 


— 


Y ov ſee, my Lord, all that this Gentleman has dwelt pos 
a: 


in this Learned Treatiſe; all that has been revealed to him; 
that he is perſwaded God has ſhewed him, is, That the late 
Biſhop Compton never ceaſed to be Biſhop of London from his 
flirſt Ordination; and that tho* he owned the Biſhops who ſuc- 
ceeded the Deprived, that was according to his Cant, a Sin of 
© Co-ordination, and therefore did not hurt his Paſtoral Juriſdi- 
£7 &ion over the Nonjurors ; and, further, That he never gave 
them any Moleſtation for their 2ororions Diffent from the immo- 
ral Supplications for their King and Governor, and therefore 
could do nothing to give the Nonjurors Scandal, and make them 
turn Schiſmaticks. I am to 1985 — my ſelf, according to y 
Lordſhip's Advice, by the Di 


tection of Common Senſe, in 


Matters where there cannot be produced againſt me a plain Re- 
relation to the contrary. I aflure you, if that is lawtul for me 
to do, I may declare, I think this Doctor has, by his Manner 
| of proceeding againſt the Nonjurors, diſcoved to Us Doctrines 
zs dangerous as any of theirs to the State of Exgland; and, if 


Truth and Righteouſheſs are of any Conſideration to the Church, 
s Dangerous alſo to the Church. But let me talk of theſe De- 
=) fences as a Layman. | 3 | 


For the Safety of the King and Kingdom the Subject 
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1 takes an Oath, whereby he declares and acknowledges, 


That there is no Potentate, Prelate, or any Foreign Power, 


chat has any Juriſdiction in theſe His Majeſty's Realms and 
| Vominions. This we think a —_ Security, but we find 


by 


34 


by a Doctor of Divinity, who fays God has ſhew'd it him, 


that'a Man is à good Churchman, and may live among Us 


Ae FTE Si; + 7 2 1 —_ »+ 3 iow ect? i; 1 * $ 
as good a Church id che Beſt," provided he acknowledges 
che Biſhop, and takes tlie convenient Opportunity of the Pau- 
K in our Prayer-Book, of diſſenting from the Prayer for the 
e 


2 Reil þ Wies TY e 5 5 5 
Tn Caſuiſts introduce the moſt 'baſer; Falſhood: and 
Treaſon, againſt out Religion and our Laws, and pretend to 
argue thus under the Support of our Conſtitution in Church 


841 F 
, 15 £ 1 * 


and State. The Defender of the, Realm and Church ſays, The 5 


Pollcſſiqn of the (reuun gives, Title to the Allegiance, of the 


N A F2STYT eg * , "= „ 
Subject, wich an indifference; to Righer and. Wrong; And this 
Arguer againſt Separation declares, That he, who Obeys his Bi- 


ſhop, may bea very good Churchman, though he zotoriouſly ab- 
hors een ee fir the King. is in vair out Po 
gery when. the Higheſt ill Conſequence to our Secular Intereſts 
follow from the avowed.Principles of Our own. Divincs., Theſe 
Unhappy Men, with a Jargon of Language, and an Tnconſi- 
ſency, in their Principles, keep their Country in a conſtant. Ver- 
tigo-;. if we were to go implicitly. by their Direction, we 
Sould have no Rule of Religious or Civil Life, but from their 
Decrees: Bat, it you are ſo honeſt and ſo. good, as to bid 
Vs inform. Ourſelves of what is our Duty, and not to depend 
upon the Opinion of our Teachers, but as they are ſupported 
by Holy Scripture: As then we cannot ſee any ——_—_— Text 


that gives an Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction over Mankind, with 2 
Connivance to be at the fame Time in Enmity againſt our Civil! 


* $ * 


Governor 


jurors; L have the Charity to believe many of them ſeorn ſuch 


4 Falſe and Idolatrous Behayiour before God and Man, as to 
appear at Divine Service with Reſervations of Aſſent, but would 


be. ſtill the more incapable of joining with a Spiritual Paſtor, 
who gives. up the King, from whom he holds, to maintain a 


„Jay, It is in vain to keep out Po- 


; nors, we muſt deteſt and abhor f. uch a Vindication of 
OBE. Church, as implies 2 Conſiſtency with Piety and Treaſon. 
The Author pretends to argue on the Principles of the Non- 


4 2 > 
= —- 
Phari- 


5 N 
. Fc 
n 75 3 
r 


. 


boy A 


S gn 0 


be as. 


As 5s Wwe 


O-I1-1 


ET PV pes.” 
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Phariſaical Sovereignty in himſelf; a Sovereignty no where ex- 


preſſed or deſcribed: in Holy Writ, but with Abomination. 


It is evident, by the manner of Defence which theſe Writers 


make, that the next Thing by which we are to be made Gid- 


dy, is, Orthodoxy. The Defender of the Church and State makes 
the Character of Prieſthood indefeaſible and indelible; and 


mentions the Forbearance of diſabling them, in that Part, as a 
careful Reſerve, within its own Bounds, in the Civil Power: 


And another great Obſervation on this Occaſion was, that the 
Depriv'd were ſucceeded by the Orthodox: Whatever Ortho- 
dox means, I find the King, whom I always took to be Head of 
the Church, is not Orthodox ; for, whenever: He is depoſed by 
Power or Stratagem, and another Crowned, we are, according 


to our Author, to pay Allegiance to Poſſeſſion; but not ſe in 


Caſe of the Church: For a Biſhop, or Rector, muſt be ſuc- 
ceeded by an Orthodox, or he is not well deprived. And, 
according to the Learned Bennett, tho your Sovereign Lord 


were profeſſedly omitted in your Prayers, the Uniformity of the 
Church might be ſtill preſerved. You might Damn or Stifle 


King William, provided you were not a Rebel to King HEN RT 
Compton, and King J © HN Robinſon. I hope your Lordſhip will 


forgive me, and not think I. want any Reſpe& for the Throne 
of Bangor, when I Laugh at the Regal Air aſſum' d by the 
Spiritual Pride of thoſe: {light Caſuiſts, to the Diminution of the 


Royal Dignity, and the Danger of their Country, 


Wr Laymen are 28 afraid: of Domeſtic, as of Foreign 


Popery, and it is juſt the ſame Thing in the Conſequence, if the 
Sovereignty of England is to be undermined by our on Clergy, 
or inſulted by the Pope. What is the difference in being un- 
done by Treachery or Force? The Conſequence, to us, is the 
ſame; and, when we conſider the ſlow and cool Behaviour of 
many of our Pulpit-Orators in Regard to His Majeſty, and their 


Ambiguous manner of Treating the Cauſe of the Publick, du- 


ring the late Rebellion, we cannot doubt but they were ready 


to fall in with the Succeſs of the Pretender. It is impoſſible to 
= OS account 


accomit᷑ for their Conduct in any other manner ; and this worthy 
Dr. Bennet has very fairly told us, That it was not all eſſential 
to Church-Diſcipline, to ptay for the King, or not. This, to 
- a Poor Lay-Underſtanding, opens a Meaning to the great Cau- 
tion of Prelates, who are very ſcrupulous of encouraging Par- 
ties and Factions, by adding the Influence of their Authorities 
in their Dioceſes, to the Service and Support oß their Prince, 
: to whom they had ſworn Fealty and Allegiance: Indeed the 
ſame Principles which admit others into Church-Communion, 
tho' they do not allow the King Head of the Church, will lead 
Men to diſpenſe with III-will to him in Themſelves, and Kill 
be wonderful Good Church Mn. 


Bur I muſt: go on to other Pamphlets that lie before me, 
and take occaſion to make my Acknowledgments to a nameleſs 
Author, for An Anſwer to the Nonjuror's Charge of | Schiſm upon the 
Church of England. Written by — the Church of Eng- 

land; and printed for James Knapton, at the Crown in K. Paul's 
Church-Yard. This Writer, with Plainneſs and Honeſty, Vindicated 
Lay-Deprivation ; I ſhall only with moſt affectionate Thanks to 
him, in the Name of all under the Denomination of Layman, 
repeat One of his et After he has confuted the Non- 
jurors, and ſhared the Abſurdity of their Arguments, he leads 
them into what would do their Buſineſs, if they could accompliſh 
it. ¶ the Nonjurors, ſays he, would do any Thing, they muſt ſhew 
that King James II. acted nothing contrary to our Conſtitution ; I 
nean nothing of that Moment that it need to be taken Notice ; that 
He did not diſpenſe with our Laws; that He did not attempt to 
bring in Popery nor Arbitrary Power; that He did not defign the 


Subverſion of our Conflitution : Or, if They will allow that He did 


do all This, they muſt prove that we are obliged to fit ſtill, aud 
not reſiſt Him. . | FRE el 


PEAM II me, Sir, to run over the Matter of the other Pam- 
phlets, on this Subject, as they lie before Me. 
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The: ae ee, of the Church of Syd, ates the Gale as 


follows 1 It 
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pf Ihe pdefthe Didbars whe Shears on Bi Legalith er the Re- 

* volution : If the Revolution yg. flable, the hs 9 are 
Schiſmaticks; if not, the Church of England is fo; but it is plain, 
the Revolution was juſt and lawful, becauſe all Nations have a na- 

* tural Right to defend themſelves from Re be ang Tyranny. 
The Revolution was founded on that Ri 587 conſe quence was 
* lawful,” and therefore the Nonjurors' are, gu 'of the Sch a 


The Welter of the Difference between the Hen 24 the . public * 
Aſſemblies, a Nonjuror himſelf, argues with them thus; 


* The Matter of the Works and the Miſſion Ae en in 
the Church, continue the ſame, they have always heer 3 By 
* effential Alteration ; ſo that che Schiſm commence being 
founded in any real Difference, cannot . denominated. 3. Pg 
* eflential, but only an accidental Schiſm. Nor Qu ht the Prayers for 
the Royal Family to be made ay Objection againft joining with the 
0 * Church, becauſe in chis:Cilſe tenth Reſerdes are R which 
* are only criminal; as they are an Art of deceiving among Men, but 
* as 5 of this Nature can happen in our Intercourſe Wand God, 
Jo abſtracting our een e in our Devotions: AY BER be very 
Innocent. 12 


The Author or the ERablifh a Church f Koga at Prat ' fon 

Imputation. of Schiſms,' Seas thus: 
* The Authority of the Church of England was not 3h the be- 
prived Biſhops, c. in the manner they pretend, not the whole and 

* {ble 3 'becauſe at the Revolution there was one Archbiſhop, 

© ſixteen, Biſhops, and a vaſt Number of Clergymen, whe had th 

; ſeveral Shavers in the Authority of the Church, and which er 
not be proved they ever loſt; not the Supreme Authorit ty, for 

© the Church expreily inveſts in the Prince, as may be ſeen in "he 
1 Article. ir therefore the Church's Doctrine be true, their A 
ertion, That the Authority of, the Church Was N the 1 

* Biſhops and Clerg gy. muſt be falſe, and their Se 1 a from us 
* unjuſt. 2d. Whatſoever Power the deprive ops had in the 


1521 15 
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l Church, they loft it all upon their Deprivation ; 70 the Power 


which deprived them had 4 Cacient — for that End, and 
' becauſe the Reaſon of their Deprivation was jult z the _ _— 
depriv 


6 * deprir mathe them was the Supreme bre Power; the Reaſon a of 
+ Heir eprivation was their nag the Authority of the: Civil 
© Government, under which t 5 Since therefore they were 
1 Jawfully deprived, they Wet. ig d by the Laws both of Ghurch 
„and State to have continued in our en, 7 in no 
* doing ſo, are certainly Schiſmaticks. i nr) 


A Letter to a Ge concerning 92 charg'd afoo | the hc og 
land, rte, 5s wp | ST - 
— That the Deprivation, of Rs Biſhops, being on for. Political 
« Reaſons, ought rather to be eſteemed a Diviſion in the State than a 
< Schiſm in che ei 5 and that 1 it. is L to uy oy a de fatto 
"X King. 


: 
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b. Ir Was a very „ Mferiforblen Warning Which Mr. Lock 

King Nulliam, in the Second Year of His Reign, to wit, Thar 
. if endete were not from that Time forward due Care taben of 2 
ö = "Univerſities, all the Effects, of the Work which he had ſo 


[ Zloriouſly a accomp liſhed, would, in. Twenty Years Time, be ut- 
Terly loſt. was touch d with what he ſaid, and turn- 


ing to a ask'd him, If he had obſery id what that . 
Gentleman ſaid. His 17 _ {lighted it as the Sentiment of 
2 Scholar, and not a Man of the World, who could place ſo 
eat Streſs u 81 the Force of Accademicks. But that Wiſe 
Man' s Foreſight has abundantly appeared in the Event; for the 
great Source of all our Evils — been the Neglect of whatever 
paſſed among a number of Men, who were to be diſperſed 
ough all Parts of the Kingdom, in Poſts of the greateſt In- 
5 on the Minds and — of the People. From this 
1 Negligence, and the effect of Paſfive Doctrines, remaining upon 
by even thoſe who complied with the Revolution, The Secular In- 
| tereſt” of the Clergy, has been taken for the Spiritual Interest of the 
3 Laity:' We, poer Wretches, have been Huſſaing the Church, 
p | without che leaſt Notion of what that Word ſhould really mean, 
but uſed it only as a Word of Battle a 1 thoſc who were 
the beſt Friends 12 it: If the Practice of Virtue be neceſſary to 
Religion, and if Charity is One of the Graces of Chriſtianity ; MW: 
We {cc plainly, by the Arguments uſed on nor: Occaſion, __ | 
E 
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the”: Biſhop vf Bang of, & k 


2 flight Regard had to the Inte fxft xf the Cr ot the i e Ra ö 
Dignity, chat with ſome” Men there is nothing og ut the 
Revenües and Civil Rights of Churttimen:”* RE i no, Poult 
of Faith; no Practice ot Virtue inſiſted upon by thefe Diſcourſes; 
but the great Danger 1s, that Altar ſhould be ſet up a inf 
Altar, one” Paſtoral Juriſdiction againſt another. le Fel 
Man think it poſſible, but from a e under à 
in Print, that there could be in Nature an E, ithuſia Woo, for the Fine: 
dom f Dre John” Robinſon,” Bifhop of 74 
that Great Prelate, and Profound Stateſman, you Ihe vis 25 
in others the Church cannot ſuffer by Lay-Deprivatior „ ſo 
in in his-Lordſhip it cannot be hurt by Lay- Advancement. A Bi- 
ſnop may be taken from his Paſtoral Cate, and chars ed with 


A 


Political Seals, and'Embaſſies, concerning chis Life, c it all 
not in the leaſt be an Injury to the Church, in robbing it of 
never ſo able a Paſtor. - All that is meant, is, that you may 
not take him from his Revenue, it is no Marty 
take him from his Flock. Worldly Cates, provided they 
ſoftned by Worldly-Pomps and Worldly Goods, however 0 
ſeduce his Thoughts from Spiritual Functions, Will. not come 
uWwithin any Degree of Lay-Deprivation. 


r how miich you 
are 


This is the Condition we are come to; and while. the Paſſio ons 


: and Intereſts of Clergymen, are the Religion of Lay men, it can 
never be otherwiſe. And this will never be amended, till Men 
are above the Fear of their implacable Hatred, who ſerve. at the 


Altar without n and are Incendiaries in the Name of the 


God of Peace. 


It is a very hard think to talk temperately when a Man ſees bis 


: Country. diſtracted from one Period of Time 10 another, by bei 


2 voious. Notions which wicked and worldly Men inſinuate into 
the Minds of the Honeſt and Simple. 


Paſſive Obedience, and Non-reſiſtance, and Indefeaſible 


ght in one particular Branch of the Royal Family, after a Sea 


of Bloodſhed, are at laſt deſtroyed. The Law of Nature and the 
Fights of Society have not been ſupported and vindicated but 


* the Sword ; and now, forſooth, an * Succeſſion of 


Prieſt- 


e g. eee [0 er | 

and mal kw . r. Religion, inſtead of 

ebe to G . Actions, berome a Collection 2 
od Kerne, W by Er e Arne, end:Hype- 


4 N Intellig zent Man ay the horch, of Engjan, _ 
ny 1 05 1 ita Juſt and, HonourableDiſpaſition.of 
d Bl) et apart in the Commonwealth for the 
Explication" f tl 19 15 Scriptages, and axe obliged do adern 
| on WW wit Excmpiary Lives ſupuld have the-additio- 
nal Advant e ſuch a Portion of the Land of 4his Kingdom, 
and the Product of it, as! hqu — leg to converſe with 
che py Noble {ang deute of it, uon a leyet; and zal to the Com- 
monalty with 5 1 9 as any Wee eee 
deen even to their Fortunes: But when they grow vain and ar- 
rogant on this F Fra 1 heal t / be contented: with holding 
this Settleme nt Laws of their Country, and the Pru- 
dence of 0 RN, ; Ly, when they exkalt themſelves 
by leducing their Stations from the Apallles, and drawing down 
4 Divine Right, like a Welch Pedigree, we muſt tell them of 
their Hume Anceſtors; and their Great Kſtates will end i in a 


Skitt, a es Lk or an Old 1 
But Sit, 155 will condeſce; With you, And all Honeſ 
ro 


Men of their teſhon, to acknowledge that their Wortdly 
Goods are the Grant of Civil Power, and thankfully em loy 
their Time in | piaking us Returns of Exemplary Lives, of in- 
ſtructing us in the Way to Salvation, and making this Life 
'Camdathble by the Ex ation | of a Better, we will allow 
them, with all their Honours, and Titles, and Pref; 8 
the further Tribute of Good- Will, Gratitude, Affection, and 
Eſteem, above any other Orders of Men whatſoever. ö 


«3% IN the mean Time, ſuch Sentiments 1 of Ref we will bear 
N only to thoſe who deſerve them, and we dale our Notion 
of the Church from this s Excellcat Aries of Do, in 1587 
= - 27th Page. | | 
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the Biſhop «f Bangor Nr. wy 


WHEN they {peak much of the: Heculiar Dottrine,of the * 
„fund awer them, That it is a Scandal to the Church of e 
that it hath any Peculiar: Doliripes, conkiier'd, bs the Church of, 
and always ap- 
in it 3 that by the 
bates, is meant that Colle- 


Fes 
6 © England 3 that it knows no other Ne, but: — 


Is to that for the Trath of every like — 
222 eo Ine 
be or ompeny of ho at, 2 ekly after the renatio 

* fextled our Warſoi fp, our Articles, and — 3 that theſe — 

< were Fallible Men, but, in one of the Articles, ſolemnly. profeſs them 
© ſelves as well as others; all Churches equity 35 All General Councils equally 
© fo to be: And that in another Article they eſly requireall in their 
© Communion: to take the Scripture (and nos them) for uhe Rule of their 
Fuith, and Fraſice; and Xt conſequently, the certain Trach of any 
Doctrine, is not put, by our Reformed Church, upon its being the Do- 


my rine,' or the dealer Dettrne, of a Cured, but of wee. 51 


As this i is our Diſpenſation, and that we are by the ver Edabliſh 
ment of our Religion allowed to enquire into the Tr wh and 
Teachers of it give us their Thou ts concerning it, it, confefling EE 
ſelves Fallible — _ ers to Us to ſearch into the only Infallible 
Guide to our Happineſs, it is amazing that there ſhould Poſkbly be 
any res wh. any Fellow-Sub) _ on any Difference of Opinion 
in Religious Matters. But, Sir, this has been owing to our 
tune of not having had more ſuch Men as Your Lordſhip, who ſcorns 
Advantage or Authority upon a Baſe and Fallacious Foundati 
Indeed none who have Vertue want the Support of any Craft or Ski 
mong Men, as they like : We-are extremely happy 
that the Conceſſions (which — and inconteſtable) you have 
made, are made by a Biſhop one, that in a Lower Station, i in the 
Church, has been its moſt Powesfil Advocate. | 
As we cannot but venerate ſuch as treat 7 api this Sincerity, we 
will forever ſlig 5 their Ex zavours, and ſhew them your Book who 
pretend to im 2 upon us but what. is e by Scrip- 


ture: But 10 Thew n in * the Perf Merit you have 
to your Soverai and your Country 3 for this plain Rule of Conduct 
which you have laid down in this Treatiſe, give me leave to look back 


into what has been the Conſequence of the Want of ſuch fair Dealing 
for many Tears laſt paſii t . 

So ow after that Pious Prince Charls the Second was reſtored to the 
Throne of his by the Favour of the Diſſewters,” he found it 
abſolutely neceſfary, for the Peace of * Conſcience, to perſecute them, 


* 


=o 


* = F 
and reſtored. A Religion 
nd received from the Force which the — 


James's Acceſſion, could not but be impotent againſt the Weight, and 
encraF Inclination of a People, who were brought to look upon any 
Frring which had an Aſpect of Religion, as a Pendency to the late 
Times of Uſurpation, and what favour'd Religion upon:Contentor no 
Religion atall, to be à Support to Monarchy and Epiſcapacy. By the 
Way, when 1 mention Monarchy and Epiſcopacy, I muft obſerve it has 
deen but of late found out that they are the ſame Thing. But that Temper of 
the Nation, as I was ſaying, prevented the Excluſion of King James 
before the Demiſe of his Brother; and, when he came to the Throne, 
he took it into his Head to carry on the Affair of Popery by a New Me- 
thod, That of tolerating all Sects whatſoever. By this Means the Church: 
of Enyland herſelf, when the Court was profefſedly Roman Catholick, had 
the Air of a People diſſenting from their own Head of the Church: 
And fince His Majeſt was ſo far from taking the Clergy into His 
Plan, that he diſturb'd even them, he was too late let into the Secret 
that Paſſiye Obedience was never deſigned but as a Theory for Clergy- 
men, and. to be prafliſed only by Laymen. Happy had it been for 
King William had he had one Bifhop that had Virtue and Courage 

enough to have talked as you do, and given all Mankind: Ar- 
umentst for their Defence, fit for all Capacities; and Proof 
againſt all the Schoolmen upon Earth: But it was not ſo; as ſoon as 
he had filled up the Places of the Deprived, and a little Poſſeſſion put 
the Church, as it were, in Stats quo, the Old Doctrines began to be re- 
viv'd;-and he fat on the Throne in a precarious Manner, no one 8 
to acknowledge his Seat there as of Right, as a Thing they could ſtand 
by before God. and Man, from the Bottoms of their Souls. The 
"1. | Conſequence 


the Biſhop of Bangor, &c. 232 
Conſequence was that that great Captain had uneaſy Winter · quarters in | 
England for ſome few ears, after wreſtling all theSummer with the French 

in Flanders, till he dy'd in the very Work of ſaving an ungrateful People, ; " 
from a Principle that told him his Reward was nearer when dying, * 
than when living. Queen Aune ſucceeded him; and the Firſt Step to- | A 
wards the Intereſts of Popery, was to infinuate in common Converſation, : 4 
that there was a Nearer Right in her than her Predeceſſor: But the : 4 
happy Junction of Intereſts and Councils in her two - illuſtrious Ser- 4 
rants, Marlborough and Godolphin, bore down all Obſtacles to the true 2 
Greatneſs ind llory of their Country, till they were too great Pa- | « - 
J triots to be thought any longer Churchmen : As a noble Gentleman, of 3 
Jour Lordſhip's Order, has it Our Enemies will tell the reſt. 


T o conclude, My Lord, I muſt tell you, That you have done the 
reateſt Service that Man could poſſibly do. this Nation, in aſſerting 
Irhat you have with ſo much Clearneſs and Honeſty, Your Book will "iP >> 
Ie we Laymen are not afraid or aſhamed to act according to the Di- * * <0; 1999" 
aates of it, break thro' the preſent Infatuation. And I will, from 4 
Ine Affiſtance of it, form, for my future Conduct, the following Re- 
Jolutions. 0 „„ 

T Ar the Civil Government of this Realm has received the Chri- 

ian Religion, and blended it into its very Eſſence and Conſtitution. 
Tur it has incapacitated ſuch Princes as will not allow the Exer- 
e of this Religion, with the Aſſiſtance of the Holy Scriptures in the 
ulgar Tongue, to aſcend the Throne of theſe Realms. = 
Tur it has enobled, dignified, and endowed the Miniſters of it 
r the Service and Honour of Religion, and not for the Pride and 
Paltation of the Perſons of ſuch Miniſters, and their Worldly Views. 


Tram any Pretenſion to Supernatural Gifts or Power of Abſolu- 
on neceſſarily inherent in the Perſons of Prieſts, muſt proceed from 
nbition or Fanataciſm. | 
Tu Ar the King is the Greateſt Man in Lugland both in Church 4 
d State; and that he is a Worſe Churchman who diſowns him, than N 
bo diſowns the Biſhop of the Dioceſe. - 
Tur, to a true Member of the Church of England, a Nonconformiſt | be 
o will hazard his Life and Fortune for his King and Country, is 
bre of the Church of England than he who communicates with it, 
Ki is ready to deſtroy it. en, 
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